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28 May 2003

Copies to: Executuve Directors and Alternate Executive Directors and ADB Forests Working Group

Dear President Tadao Chino

We are sending here a critique of the draft forest policy, 'ADB Forest Policy: Forests for all and Forever - working paper - June 2002'. Also included is a list of endorsements from civil society groups.

The critique is based on the June 2002 working paper because despite repeated requests for the most recent version this was not forthcoming and this was the latest draft that we were able to get hold of. This process of trying to obtain the core document has been highly unsatisfactory. The latest draft policy is not posted on the website. Requests for the website address for the document were answered with a non-existing website address. When a draft was finally sent it was the February 2002 version which pre-dates the one already obtained. We have still not been informed of the latest version and have received no other copy despite repeated requests. We understand that a new draft of the Forest Policy is due out at the end of May and expect it to be made available.

This experience illustrates a lack of commitment by bank staff to the policy on information disclosure as well as to statements promoted by the bank of being transparent and committed to including a diversity of perspectives. If such statements are to be publicly stated then we expect commitment to them.

The critique outlines our areas of concern on different aspects of the policy and includes a number of questions. We look forward to receiving comprehensive answers to our questions soon.

Yours sincerely

Rod Harbinson 

NGO facilitator on the Asian Development Bank
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