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Dear Mr. Lang,

Thank you for your email of 18 July 2003.  

We very much welcome that the ADB wants to renew its "Forestry-Policy" to

serve poverty reduction and sustainable development.

The draft produced in July remains unfortunately behind our principles and

minimum standards for this sector; it does not reach the quality of the

"Operational Standards" of the World Bank. We, and several other

countries, pointed this out in the session of the Executive Board of the

ADB on 22 July 2003 and requested revisions. However, developing countries

have also referred to their national legislation. As soon as a new draft

exists, it will be checked in detail at BMZ and if necessary also

discussed with institutions and organisations outside BMZ.

What will be enforcable in the ADB is yet to be seen. The regional member

nations have a majority there of more than 60%.

As disturbing as the danger of a too little binding forest policy at the

ADB I find is the fact that the lending of the Bank to this sector has

constantly reduced to today 1% of the total loan volume - for lack of

demand in the borrowing countries. It would therefore be very important,

if the NGOs would advocate for an active forest policy both in the public

of the borrowing countries and with their governments. 

Yours sincerely,

Uschi Eid

Dr. Uschi Eid

Parlamentary Statesecretary 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)

