Von: "Chris Lang" <chrislang@t-online.de>

An: <jhmir@adb.org>; <ylyee@adb.org>; <hmishra@adb.org>; <rjdobias@adb.org>; <jvermudo@adb.org> Cc: "Bartlet W. Edes" <bedes@adb.org>; "Jessica Rosien" <jrosien@forum-adb.org>; <gcurtis@adb.org> 
Datum: Freitag, 3. September 2004 19:47

Betreff: ADB forest policy 

Dear Mr. Mir,

I am writing regarding the ADB's long delayed forest policy. As you know, the version currently available on the ADB's web-site is dated June 2003. In July 2003, at a meeting with Rod Harbinson from Friends of the Earth International and NGO colleagues, you stated that the next draft of the Forest Policy Working Paper would be available by September 2003 at the earliest. In fact, since June 2003, the ADB has made no further drafts publicly available. The ADB has made no public statements (as far as I am aware) explaining the delay, apart from announcing via its web-site that a revised draft would be made available and that the ADB would accept comments for a four week period.

On 15 January 2004, I wrote to Grant Curtis, NGO Specialist at the ADB's Regional and Sustainable Development Department, to ask when the ADB planned to release the next draft of its forest policy. At the time, the ADB's web-site (http://www.adb.org/Documents/Reports/Forest_Policy/default.asp) stated that a revised draft policy would be made available some time in January 2004, that comments will be accepted for four weeks after the draft policy is posted and that the policy "will be scheduled for Board consideration/approval for early 2004."

Mr Curtis told me that "the draft will be made available to the public once the revision has been completed". He added, "no firm date, however, has yet been set for the posting of the latest draft".

The Bank's web-site has since been amended. It now states that "A revised Draft Forest Policy Paper will be made available for stakeholder comments by July 2004" and that "Forest Policy Paper will be scheduled for Board consideration/approval for 3rd quarter 2004".

Fourteen months have now passed since the June 2003 version of the ADB's Forest Policy. I would be very grateful if you could answer the following questions about the delay in the ADB's process in re-writing its forest policy:

1. When does the Bank plan to release the next draft of its forest policy?

2. Please explain what has caused the delay in producing the next draft, and explain precisely what process Bank staff are carrying out in re-writing the forest policy. How many drafts have Bank staff produced since June 2003 and what has happened to these drafts?
3. When the ADB releases its next draft, will it be translated into any languages other than English? Will the Bank make any attempt to distribute the draft policy apart from making it available via its web-site?

4. Does the ADB consider that four weeks is a long enough period to both disemminate the report and to allow enough time for the several million people who might be affected by this policy to respond?

5. When the ADB receives comments on the draft, how long will the ADB's Forest Policy Review Team require to re-write the draft policy?

6. Does the Bank intend to make all the comments it receives about its proposed forest policy publicly available (for example through publishing them on the Bank's web-site)?
7. The version of the Forest Policy that is currently available on the Bank's web-site (June 2003) was rejected at a meeting of the Bank's board (22 July 2003). Why does the Bank not make this clear on its web-site? Why does the Bank not publish the comments that the Board has made on this draft, in order to facilitate an open discussion about the Bank's proposed forest policy? Why does the ADB not publish comments that others (inside and outside the Bank) have made so far on the proposed forest policy?

8. When do you anticipate that the ADB's Board will consider the proposed forest policy?

Please consider your response to be on-the-record. Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Chris Lang
